KRISTIN
JACOB:

Taking
Education

to the
Next Level

This Colorado-based
trainer creates an inspiring
horsemanship program that

goes beyond the saddle.

Story by Terisé Cole
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Fvery summer, studenes and trainers
in each USH]A zone put cheir collective
knowledge to the test by participating in
the USHJA Horsemanship Quiz Seable
Challenge. The winner of chis 30-day
contest is the trainer whose students hive
carned the top scores in the Harsemanship
Quiz Challenges Practice Quiz,

Instead of simply asking her scudencs
to participare in che Challenge, Kristin
Jacob, head trainer ar Blue Star Farms
LLC in Longmont, Colorado, took the
competition to the next level, She encour-
aged them to excel by building an edu-
caticnal horsemanship summer camp so
they could expand their knowledge and
master the competition,

With a passion for educarion, Jacob, a
USH]A Certified Trainer (and longtime
Seable Challenge coneestane and crainer to
multiple HQC Mational Finalists), soughe

“IV's ane thing to read something ina book and remember the
answar, but | wanted to take it further and create g hands-on
experence forour barn,” said trainers Kristin Jacah, right,
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to Creats an engaging group learning expe-
rence around the conrest. ;

While che HQUC Study Guide seeves to
prepare those parcicipating in the HQC
and the Stable Challenge as a free, compre-
hensive study resource, Jacob found it even
mare beneficial. She used che study goide
as a curriculum to form a camp for her
studencs, And chis wasn't just a camp that
invalves 2 parient horse covered in sticky
notes labeled with equine anatomy. Jacob
inviced industry professionals wo speak
with her students on a variery of topics,
including equine health and first aid, shoe-
ing, tack and riding theary,

“It’s one thing to read something in
a book and remember the answer, but
I wanred o rake ic furcher and creare a
hands-on experience for our barn,” said
Jacob. "I took each scction of che study
guide and cither had guest presenters or
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hands-on exercises to help the camp participancs learn.”

Jacob nored thar it was important thar the practical involve-
ment provided them with an interactive, in-depth way of learn-
ing as opposed to studying a prine-cur.

“The participants, even the older, more experienced gitls,
realized how much they didn't know and gained a chirst for
learning more,” she said. “They alse know how to speak to our
vets, farriers, chiropractors, etc., in a more educated way now.
As the camp went on, they started thinking more and gained
enough knowledpe to ask thougheful questions—this contin-
ued on past the camp.”

Creaced to engage a trainer’s enrire barn as a ream and
encourage horsemanship for riders of all ages, the USHJA
HQC Stable Challenge requires at least chree junior and/or
amateur studencs per rainer to compete. They complete the
online USHJA Horsemanship Quiz Challenge Practice Quiz
berween June 15 and July 15 in order for their barn to be
eligible to win in their Zone.
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who said chey benefited even more from the experience.

Lisa Munro, an amateur rider who helped Jacob organize the
swimuner camp, said, "I loved chat the Seable Challenge brought
our whole barn rogether—from juniors to amateurs to industry
professionals. Ir really brought our community together as one!
‘The Challenge is so much more than just taking a test. Ir's abour
bonding with tzammares and with our fourdegeed best friends.”

* liked that we could all learn as a group,” said Leonie Richardson,
one of Jacob's students and 1 partcipant. "Ir makes the whole
experience a lor more fun, and you ger mare our of i, You get
to hear everyone’s answer to a question instead of just the study
guide’s or your trainer’s.”

Az the end of the mulri-day camp, participants took the HQC
Practice Quiz and Level One Quiz, showcasing what they'd
learncd and thus partaking in the Stable Challenge. Asaresulr,
Jacob was the highest-scoring trainer in Zone 8 after the chree
top scores under each trainer were averaged to provide an overall
score, plus bonus poines for cach level they complered.

“I gained more knowledge of horsemanship than I'd known
before. Every time I take the test (multiple years in 2 row) with our
juniors, [ learn more and more,” said Munro, “There’s abways so
much tolearn in chis sport, and this just proves that it’s endless!”

Trainer Kristin Jacob created an educational camp for junicr and
amateur students to advance their horsemanship knowledge
and compete in the HQC Stable Challenge,
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The Challenge is so much more than just taking a
test. It’s about bonding with teammates and with our

four-legged best friends.—
Lisa Munro
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Fellow participant Luey Erikson
agreed. “It gave me a whole new per-
spective and respect for the spore and
the horses! With everything that we
learned, I feel s much more prepared
for any kind of our-ofthe-ardinary siru-
arion that could come my way, Overall,
1chink that the HQC Seable Challenge
has provided everyone ar our barn with
a grear set of skills and hasgiven us all
the tools to become grear horsemen and
horsewomen ane day.”

Jacob’s dedication to helping others
advance their horsemanship knowledge
carned her a unique trainer-inspired
award package, but her heartisntin
it for the prizes. She plans ro build on
the summer camp experience in 2020
with cxpanded acrivities and mare guest
presenters to help her students continue
their educacion.

The newly updaced HQC Scudy
Guide, which now fearures sections
covering saddle ficting, teeth, various
therapies and a hiscory of the Ameri-
can Forward Riding system, will help
her do just that,

While she srill inrends ro be a com-
petitor this vear, [acob has valuable
advice to future Stable Challenge par-
ricipanrs: Use the HOC Study Guide to
fuel learning off-paper.

“Dron’t be afraid w go our and ask
questibng [of] vour srainer or other
indn stry prc-fcssimmis. Everyone is
50 happy to share what they love and
will be very happy to help bring along
ayoung horseman,” she said. “Try 1o
spend as muoch time as you can learn-
ing outside of lessons. The study guide
is 2 poad framework, but there’s noth-
ing like hands-on experience with che
horses and around the harn, It rakes
such a long time o grasp much of
this; always be open minded and ask
questions. It's a lifelong quest to under-
stand the horse and become a horse-
man—never stop learning”

To learn mare, access the free study
guide and take the HQC quizzes,
please visit www.ushja.org/

StableChallenge, —*




